Kentucky

ridges

Though Clay County is bent on looking forward and progressing toward a bright
new future, Clay Countians everywhere keep in their heart romantic images of
their past. Nothing evokes such notions as do the county's numerous swinging
bridges across Goose Creek, Red Bird and the South Fork rivers. The brooding
colors of the old bridges are the very stuff of soulful memories, and are worth
seeking out as you drive around the county.

A suspension bridge is an early type of bridge that is supported entirely from
anchors at either end, suspended from two high locations over a river or
canyon. This type of bridge is also known as a rope bridge due to its historical
construction based on the ancient Inca rope bridge. A good many of Clay
County's historic bridges remain, but many have succumbed to aging and are
continuing to do so year after year. Keep your camera handy as you pass these
reminders of a simpler time. It may be your last chance.

RULES: Be mindful of all property owners at the end of the bridge. Do not litter,

no bouncing on bridge, and a limit of 4 people or 800 Ibs. on the bridges at one

time. If you don’t enjoy following road directions, download the FREE app called
Geocaching.com. Open the map, focus in on Clay County and you will find all
swinging bridges- they are marked SB — and the name. Example: SB-OBI

Land of Swinging Bridges Driving Tour Clay County Kentucky

1. Goose Creek Swinging Bridge

From 911 Center exit parking lot to right, get in left turning lane after the 1st
light - turn left at 2nd light (cross big concrete bridge.) At end of bridge turn left
onto Hwy 2432. Take first drive to the left onto Riverside Trail.

The Goose Creek Swinging Bridge in Downtown Manchester has recently been
restored. Those brave at heart can cross the bridge, which connects
Manchester on the Square to the River Walk Trail and park system. The Goose
Creek Swinging Bridge was originally constructed to replace the old wagon
bridge that was washed away in the Flood of 1947. This unique icon of cultural
heritage literally connects the area's history...the Heritage Pavilion on the
Square to the Warrior's Path on the other side of Goose Creek. Walking the Old
Swinging Bridge takes you back in time. It is located on the actual route taken
by Daniel Boone in 1769, and before him, Dr. Thomas Walker when returning to
Virginia after constructing the first building in Kentucky in 1750.

2. Frazier Road Swinging Bridge

From 911 Center exit parking lot to the left onto Hwy 421 heading North. Travel
6 miles to the intersection of Hwy 11. Go North (right) on Hwy 11 for 4 miles to
Frazier Road on the right. (If you see mile marker 13 — YOU JUST PASSED IT!)
Go 0.4 mile (veer right at Goose Creek to stay on Frazier Road).

This work of art, hanging above the Goose Creek, was recently restored by
local families to allow pedestrian access over the river during flooding. For a
scenic drive back to Manchester, travel 5.3 miles ending at Hwy 421.

3. Old Homeplace Swinging Bridge

From Frazier Road go back to Hwy 11 and turn right. Travel 6 miles to Old
Homeplace Swinging Bridge on your right across from Vinland Gas Co.

From 911 Center parking lot exit left onto Hwy 421, heading North on Hwy 421.
Travel 6 miles to the intersection of Hwy 11 — turn right and travel 10 miles to
the swinging bridge on the right directly across from Vinland Gas Co.

This unique, all-metal swinging bridge, is located 1.4 miles south of Oneida, KY
on the east side of KY-11 across from the gas plant. There is also a low water
driving bridge offering photo opportunities. Just a few minutes south of the
swinging bridge, take an incredibly scenic drive on Sutton Branch Road. Go
south on KY-11 South for 4.2 miles. Turn left onto Beech Creek Rd, then left
onto Chandler Br Road, then right onto Sutton Branch Road.



4. OBl Swinging Bridge

From Old Homeplace Swinging Bridge continue one mile to the quaint
community of Oneida. You can see OBI dorms on the right — travel onto the
campus. You might have to ask for directions, but the bridge is on the backside
of OBI campus connecting staff housing with the campus.

From 911 Center exit left on Hwy 421, heading North on Hwy 421. Travel 6
miles to the intersection of Hwy 11 — turn right and travel 11 miles to the
community of Oneida. The bridge is on the backside of OBl campus.

This well maintained swinging bridge is located on the south side of the Oneida
Baptist Institute campus in Oneida. It connects the ball fields on the campus to
OBI Farm Road. Also on campus is the James Anderson Burns' Museum & Gift
Shop. The two room museum offers a glimpse into the rich and fascinating
history of the area. OBl was founded in 1899 by Professor James Anderson
Burns to help stop feuding at the end of the 19th Century. It has grown into an
outreach to young people from around the world. The gift shop includes
handmade items by volunteers. Nearby is the Oneida Park, the South Fork of
the Kentucky River and numerous back-roads providing stunning scenery, an
abundance of nature and wildlife, family farms, rivers and creeks, rolling
mountains and historic weathered barns.

5. Rocky Branch Swinging Bridge

From OBI Campus take Hwy 11 North, travel approximately 5 miles to Rocky
Branch Road on the right. Travel approx. 2 miles to the Rocky Branch Swinging
Bridge which crosses the South Fork of the KY River.

This cherished relic of times gone, still in use, hangs above the Kentucky River
in a breathtakingly beautiful location. Additional historic attractions nearby
include Laurel Point Cemetery: Revolutionary War Veteran Adoniram Allen Final
Resting Place, and the Cedar Valley School Ruins. To reach the cemetery,
cross the low water bridge near the Swinging Bridge. Follow the gravel road,
New Found Rd, to Laurel Point Cemetery. The cemetery is on the right. Beyond
the cemetery, about a mile or so, turn left on Cedar Valley Road and follow it a
short distance to the Cedar Valley School Ruins. The school is on the left in a
field. This is the longest bridge spanning approx. 200 feet and a thrill to cross.

6. CountyLine Swinging Bridge

From 911 Center parking lot, exit lot to left, travel Hwy 421 N for 10 miles to
Hwy 577. Travel on Hwy 577 for 9.5 miles to the swinging bridge. (Notice
through this beautiful stretch of road the log cabins.) Bridge is on the right, very
close to the Clay/Owsley County line. This is a great beginner bridge.

7. Farmer Road (Red Bird) Swinging Bridge

From Manchester take the Hal Rogers Parkway East toward Hazard, take Big
Creek Exit. Turn right onto Hwy 66, travel .6 miles then turn right on Hwy 80,
travel .8 miles then turn left on Hwy 66, travel 4 miles, bridge on the left.

8. Bar (Bear) Creek Swinging Bridge

From Manchester take the Hal Rogers Parkway East toward Hazard, take Big Creek
Exit, turn left onto Hwy 66, travel approx. 6.9 miles, the bridge is on the left. DO NOT
TRY TO CROSS THIS BRIDGE - UNDER CONSTRUCTION-JUST ENJOY THE
VIEW.

9. Laurel Branch Road Swinging Bridge

From Manchester take the Hal Rogers Parkway East toward Hazard, take Big
Creek Exit. Turn left onto Hwy 66, travel approx. 7.8 miles, turn left onto Laurel
Branch Road, the bridge is on the left. DO NOT TRY TO CROSS THIS BRIDGE
— UNDER CONSTRUCTION — JUST ENJOY THE VIEW.

10. Antepast Swinging Bridge

From Oneida head SE toward Big Creek from Oneida on Hwy 66. Travel 5
miles to the Antepast Church on the right. The bridge is located on the backside
of the parking lot.

From Manchester take the Hal Rogers Parkway East toward Hazard, take Big
Creek Exit, turn left onto Hwy 66, travel 8.4 miles, church is on the left side of
the road — look for Antepast Church sign.

11. Martin Cemetery Road Swinging Bridge

From Manchester take the Hal Rogers Parkway E toward Hazard, take Big
Creek Exit. Turn left onto Hwy 66, travel approx. 9 miles, the bridge is on the
left. DO NOT TRY TO CROSS THIS BRIDGE — UNDER CONSTRUCTION -
JUST ENJOY THE VIEW. NOTE: Please be respectful and quiet if services are
in session inside the church.

12. Antioch Church Swinging Bridge

From Manchester 911 Center parking lot, exit right and travel Hwy 421 for 1.2
miles, turn left at light (next to McDonalds) onto Hwy 80 for 1.2 miles. Turn right
onto Hwy 11, travel 8.3 miles, bridge is on the left side of road. DO NOT TRY
TO CROSS THIS BRIDGE — UNDER CONSTRUCTION — JUST ENJOY THE
VIEW.



